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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the  

 CORNELIUS JOHNSON RESIDENCE AND OLYMPIC OAK 
  
REQUEST:  Declare the property an Historic-Cultural Monument 
 
OWNER: KLD Investment, LLC 
 1717 S. Hoover Street, Suite 202 
 Los Angeles, CA  90006 
 
APPLICANTS: Susan D. Anderson 
 California African American Museum 
 Exposition Park  
 600 State Drive 
 Los Angeles, CA  90037 
 
 Christian Kosmas Mayer 
 Sculptor Building of the Republic of Austria 
 Meiereistrasse 3 
 1020 Vienna 
 Austria 
 

 
 
 
 
   

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 
 
HEARING DATE: August 4, 2022 
TIME:   10:00 AM 
PLACE:  Teleconference (see  

  agenda for login  
              information) 
 
EXPIRATION DATE: The original expiration 
date of August 16, 2022, is tolled, and a revised 
date will be determined pursuant to the Mayor’s 
March 21, 2020, Public Order Under City of Los 
Angeles Emergency Authority re: Tolling of 
Deadlines Prescribed in the Municipal Code and 
April 17, 2020, Public Order Under City of Los 
Angeles Emergency Authority re: Tolling 
HCIDLA Deadlines and Revising Expiration of 
Emergency Orders 
 
The time to act on this item has been tolled for 
the duration of the local emergency period.  
 
Please note that other State law provisions may 
also apply. 

CASE NO.: CHC-2022-3207-HCM 
                    ENV-2022-3208-CE   
 
Location: 1156 S. Hobart Boulevard  
Council District: 10 
Community Plan Area: Wilshire 
Land Use Designation: Medium Residential 
Zoning: R3-1 
Area Planning Commission: Central 
Neighborhood Council: Olympic Park 
Legal Description: Pellissier Tract, Block G, Lot 1 
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RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Declare the subject property an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles 
Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7. 

 
2. Adopt the staff report and findings. 

 
 
VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP 
Director of PlanningN1907 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
           
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Principal City Planner  Shannon Ryan, Senior City Planner 
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
           
Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect         Melissa Jones, City Planning Associate  
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 
   
 
Attachments: Commission/Staff Site Visit Photos– June 30, 2022 
  Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
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FINDINGS 
 

● The Cornelius Johnson Residence and Olympic Oak “is associated with the lives of historic 
personages important to national, state, city, or local history” as the residence of Cornelius 
Johnson, two-time Olympic athlete and gold medalist in the high jump in the 1936 Olympics 
in Berlin, Germany, for which he received the oak tree planted in the rear yard. 
 
 

CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument as 
any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the 
following criteria: 
 

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies significant 
contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city or 
community; 

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local 
history; or 

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; 
or represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual 
genius influenced his or her age. 

 
 
SUMMARY 
 
The Cornelius Johnson Residence and Olympic Oak is a one-story single-family residence and oak 
tree located on the corner of S. Hobart Boulevard and W. 12th Street in the Olympic Park 
neighborhood of Los Angeles. Constructed in 1903, the residence was designed in the Craftsman 
architectural style for Shadreak and Pearl Johnson and their family. Shadreak, a professional 
plasterer, constructed the residence, which appears to be one of the earliest extant residences built 
and lived in by an African American family in Los Angeles. Shadreak and Pearl’s son, Olympic track 
and field athlete, Cornelius Cooper Johnson (1913-1946), planted in the rear yard an oak tree he 
was gifted by the German government after winning a gold medal in the 1936 Summer Olympic 
games in Berlin. Cornelius resided at the subject property until 1945, one year prior to his passing, 
and the Johnson family continued to live at the residence until it was sold in 1994. The oak tree is 
one of 25 known remaining oaks worldwide that the German Olympic Committee presented to all 
129 gold medalists at the 1936 Olympics.   
 
Irregular in plan, the single-family residence is of wood-frame construction with horizontal wood 
siding and has a combination hipped and gabled roof with composition shingles and exposed rafter 
tails. The primary, front façade faces west towards Hobart Boulevard and features three bays, a 
projecting front porch with a flat roof that is accessed by concrete stairs, and the main entrance 
flanked by partial-height sidelites. The northern bay has a gabled roof with a gable vent and 
fenestration consisting of a fixed window and two double-hung windows. The southern bay has 
plaster cladding and a fixed transom window. Fronting W. 12th Street, the south-facing elevation 
features varied fenestration that includes divided-lite transom windows, casement windows, and 
double-hung windows. At the rear of the residence is the Olympic oak and a small shed. There is a 
low concrete wall topped with a chain-link fence that bounds the property on the south and east.     
Cornelius Johnson was born in Los Angeles in 1913 and attended Berendo Junior High School, 
where he first competed in organized track and field events. While a junior at Los Angeles High 
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School, he competed statewide in sprinting and the high jump, and his success earned him a 
position on the 1932 United States Olympic team. One of four Black athletes representing the 
United States in track and field at the Olympic Games, Johnson placed fourth in the high jump after 
a tie break. In 1933, he graduated high school and entered Compton Junior College in Pasadena, 
where he won Amateur Athletic Union high jump championship titles for four straight years, from 
1933 to 1936. Becoming the first Black American to set a world record in the high jump and 
qualifying for the 1936 Olympic team, Johnson went on to win the gold medal in the high jump at 
the Olympic Games in Berlin, Germany. Although Jesse Owens won four gold medals at the 
Games, Johnson was the first Black athlete on the United States team to win a gold medal. For that 
reason, contrary to popular memory, it was not Jesse Owens who was famously snubbed by Adolf 
Hitler at the 1936 Games, but rather, Cornelius Johnson. Chancellor Hitler personally congratulated 
German and Finnish champions going before him in his private box, but, after Johnson won the 
gold medal in the high jump, he was informed that Chancellor Hitler had left the stands. In response, 
Cornelius Johnson coordinated with his fellow American medalists in the high jump– David Albritton, 
who won silver, and Delos Thurber, bronze medalist – to rebuke the Chancellor’s snub by saluting 
the United States flag with a palm-out salute also known as the Bellamy salute during the playing 
of the national anthem. At the Olympic medal ceremony, Johnson received a potted, one-foot-tall 
living German oak sapling (Quercus robur) in a ceramic pot inscribed with the words “Grow to honor 
the victory—Call out to further action,” which he planted at his family home, the subject property, 
upon his return to Los Angeles. Later, he became a mail carrier for the United States Postal Service 
in Los Angeles, and in 1945, Johnson joined the United States Merchant Marines as a ship cook 
on the Santa Cruz. A year later, in 1946, he developed bronchopneumonia while aboard the ship 
and passed away. Johnson was posthumously inducted into the national USA Track and Field Hall 
of Fame in 1994, and the California Community College Track Coaches Hall of Fame in 1998.     
 
Based on permit records, the subject property has experienced alterations that include additions to 
the dining room, kitchen, and bedrooms, the enclosure and conversion the front porch into a 
bedroom, and a new front porch extension in 1922; the application of plaster to a portion of the front 
of the residence, the removal of the front door, and the enclosure of the porch in 1972; and the 
replacement of the original tongue and groove wood siding and the installation of security bars to 
windows, all at unknown dates. During the Cultural Heritage Commission site visit, it was also noted 
that the original service porch at the rear had been enclosed, the bathroom was remodeled, carpet 
was installed throughout, and flooring in the kitchen and bathroom were replaced. 
 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The Cornelius Johnson Residence and Olympic Oak meets one of the Historic-Cultural monument 
criteria.   
 
The subject property “is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, 
city, or local history” as the residence of Cornelius Johnson, two-time Olympic athlete and gold 
medalist in the high jump in the 1936 Olympics in Berlin, Germany, for which he received the oak 
tree planted in the rear yard. Despite facing much segregation and racism as a Black athlete during 
the Jim Crow era in the United States, Johnson had a highly successful career as a world-class 
track and field athlete. The height of his career was him winning the gold medal at the 1936 Berlin 
Olympic Games, which is represented by the oak tree that has stood in the rear yard of his residence 
and family home for over 80 years. The oak tree is one of only six remaining Olympic Oaks in the 
United States, and one of 25 remaining worldwide. The single-family home was constructed by 
Johnson’s father, and was where he resided for 32 years; Johnson passed away prior to his 33rd 
birthday.  
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Despite interior and exterior alterations over the years, the subject property retains sufficient 
integrity of location, design, setting, workmanship, feeling, and association to convey its 
significance.  
 
 
CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) FINDINGS 
 
State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of actions taken 
by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the maintenance, 
restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory process involves 
procedures for protection of the environment.” 
 
State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of projects limited 
to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, conservation or 
reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, 
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings.” 
 
The designation of the Cornelius Johnson Residence and Olympic Oak as an Historic-Cultural 
Monument in accordance with Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code 
(“LAAC”) will ensure that future construction activities involving the subject property are regulated 
in accordance with Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC. The purpose of the designation is to prevent 
significant impacts to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set 
forth in the LAAC. Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the historic 
significance and integrity of the subject property could be lost through incompatible alterations and 
new construction and the demolition of an irreplaceable historic site/open space. The Secretary of 
the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the LAAC and provide 
standards concerning the historically appropriate construction activities which will ensure the 
continued preservation of the subject property.   
 
The City of Los Angeles has determined based on the whole of the administrative record, that 
substantial evidence supports that the Project is exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA Guidelines 
Section Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 and Class 31, and none of the exceptions to a categorical 
exemption pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 applies. The project was found to be 
exempt based on the following:  
 

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed 
designation is consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and 
protecting the environment through the imposition of regulations designed to prevent 
the degradation of Historic-Cultural Monuments. 

 
The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed 
designation is consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, 
restoration and reconstruction of historic buildings and sites in a manner consistent 
with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties. 

 
Categorical Exemption ENV-2022-3208-CE was prepared on July 7, 2022.  
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BACKGROUND 
 
On May 5, 2022, the Director of Planning determined that the application for the proposed 
designation of the subject property as an Historic-Cultural Monument was complete. On June 2, 
2022, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the property under consideration. On June 
30, 2022, a subcommittee of the Commission consisting of Commissioners Barron and Buelna 
conducted a site inspection of the property, accompanied by staff from the Office of Historic 
Resources. The original expiration date of August 16, 2022, is tolled, and a revised date will be 
determined pursuant to the Mayor’s March 21, 2020 Public Order Under City of Los Angeles 
Emergency Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines Prescribed in the Municipal Code and April 17, 2020 
Public Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority re: Tolling HCIDLA Deadlines and 
Revising Expiration of Emergency Orders. The time to act on this item has been tolled for the 
duration of the local emergency period. Please note that other State law provisions may also apply. 
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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the  

 CORNELIUS JOHNSON RESIDENCE AND OLYMPIC OAK 
  
REQUEST:  Declare the property an Historic-Cultural Monument 
 
OWNER: KLD Investment, LLC 
 1717 S. Hoover Street, Suite 202 
 Los Angeles, CA  90006 
 
APPLICANTS: Susan D. Anderson 
 California African American Museum 
 Exposition Park  
 600 State Drive 
 Los Angeles, CA  90037 
 
 Christian Kosmas Mayer 
 Sculptor Building of the Republic of Austria 
 Meiereistrasse 3 
 1020 Vienna 
 Austria 
 

 
 
 
 
   

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 
 
HEARING DATE: June 2, 2022 
TIME:   10:00 AM 
PLACE:  Teleconference (see  
  agenda for login  
              information) 
 
EXPIRATION DATE: The original 30-day 
expiration date of June 4, 2022, per Los Angeles 
Administrative Code Section 22.171.10(e)1 is 
tolled, and a revised date will be determined 
pursuant to the Mayor’s March 21, 2020, Public 
Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency 
Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines Prescribed in 
the Municipal Code and April 17, 2020, Public 
Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency 
Authority re: Tolling HCIDLA Deadlines and 
Revising Expiration of Emergency Orders 
 
The time to act on this item has been tolled for 
the duration of the local emergency period.  
 
Please note that other State law provisions may 
also apply. 

CASE NO.: CHC-2022-3207-HCM 
                    ENV-2022-3208-CE   
 
Location: 1156 S. Hobart Boulevard  
Council District: 10 
Community Plan Area: Wilshire 
Land Use Designation: Medium Residential 
Zoning: R3-1 
Area Planning Commission: Central 
Neighborhood Council: Olympic Park 
Legal Description: Pellissier Tract, Block G, Lot 1 
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RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Take the property under consideration as an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10   
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal 
warrants further investigation. 

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 
 
VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP 
Director of PlanningN1907 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
           
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Principal City Planner  Shannon Ryan, Senior City Planner 
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
           
Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect         Melissa Jones, City Planning Associate  
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 
   
 
Attachment: Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
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SUMMARY 
 
The Cornelius Johnson Residence and Olympic Oak is a one-story single-family residence and 
oak tree located on the corner of S. Hobart Boulevard and W. 12th Street in the Olympic Park 
neighborhood of Los Angeles. Constructed in 1903, the residence was designed in the Craftsman 
architectural style for Shadreak and Pearl Johnson and their family. Shadreak, a professional 
plasterer, constructed the residence, which appears to be one of the earliest extant residences 
built and lived in by an African American family in Los Angeles. Shadreak and Pearl’s son, 
Olympic track and field athlete, Cornelius Cooper Johnson (1913-1946), planted in the rear yard 
an oak tree he was gifted by the German government after winning a gold medal in the 1936 
Summer Olympic games in Berlin. Cornelius resided at the subject property until 1945, one year 
prior to his passing, and the Johnson family continued to live at the residence until it was sold in 
1994. The oak tree is one of 25 known remaining oaks worldwide that the German Olympic 
Committee presented to all 129 gold medalists at the 1936 Olympics.   
 
Irregular in plan, the single-family residence is of wood-frame construction with horizontal wood 
siding and has a combination hipped and gabled roof with composition shingles and exposed 
rafter tails. The primary, front façade faces west towards Hobart Boulevard and features three 
bays, a projecting front porch with a flat roof that is accessed by concrete stairs, and the main 
entrance flanked by partial-height sidelites. The northern bay has a gabled roof with a gable vent 
and fenestration consisting of a fixed window and two double-hung windows. The southern bay 
has plaster cladding and a fixed transom window. Fronting W. 12th Street, the south-facing 
elevation features varied fenestration that includes divided-lite transom windows, casement 
windows, and double-hung windows. At the rear of the residence is the Olympic oak and a small 
shed. There is a low concrete wall topped with a chain-link fence that bounds the property on the 
south and east.     
 
Cornelius Johnson was born in Los Angeles in 1913 and attended Berendo Junior High School, 
where he first competed in organized track and field events. While a junior at Los Angeles High 
School, he competed statewide in sprinting and the high jump, and his success earned him a 
position on the 1932 United States Olympic team. One of four Black athletes representing the 
United States in track and field at the Olympic Games, Johnson placed fourth in the high jump 
after a tie break. In 1933, he graduated high school and entered Compton Junior College in 
Pasadena, where he won Amateur Athletic Union high jump championship titles for four straight 
years, from 1933 to 1936. Becoming the first Black American to set a world record in the high 
jump and qualifying for the 1936 Olympic team, Johnson went on to win the gold medal in the 
high jump at the Olympic Games in Berlin, Germany. Although Jesse Owens won four gold 
medals at the Games, Johnson was the first Black athlete on the United States team to win a gold 
medal. For that reason, contrary to popular memory, it was not Jesse Owens who was famously 
snubbed by Adolf Hitler at the 1936 Games, but rather, Cornelius Johnson. Chancellor Hitler 
personally congratulated German and Finnish champions going before him in his private box, but, 
after Johnson won the gold medal in the high jump, he was informed that Chancellor Hitler had 
left the stands. In response, Cornelius Johnson coordinated with his fellow American medalists in 
the high jump– David Albritton, who won silver, and Delos Thurber, bronze medalist – to rebuke 
the Chancellor’s snub by saluting the United States flag with a palm-out salute also known as the 
Bellamy salute during the playing of the national anthem. At the Olympic medal ceremony, 
Johnson received a potted, one-foot-tall living German oak sapling (Quercus robur) in a ceramic 
pot inscribed with the words “Grow to honor the victory—Call out to further action,” which he 
planted at his family home, the subject property, upon his return to Los Angeles. Later, he became 
a mail carrier for the United States Postal Service in Los Angeles, and in 1945, Johnson joined 
the United States Merchant Marines as a ship cook on the Santa Cruz. A year later, in 1946, he 
developed bronchopneumonia while aboard the ship and passed away. Johnson was 
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posthumously inducted into the national USA Track and Field Hall of Fame in 1994, and the 
California Community College Track Coaches Hall of Fame in 1998.     
 
Based on permit records, the subject property has experienced alterations that include additions 
to the dining room, kitchen, and bedrooms, the enclosure and conversion the front porch into a 
bedroom, and a new front porch extension in 1922; the application of plaster to a portion of the 
front of the residence, the removal of the front door, and the enclosure of the porch in 1972; and 
the replacement of the original tongue and groove wood siding and the installation of security bars 
to windows, all at unknown dates. 
 

CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the 
following criteria: 
 

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies 
significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, 
state, city or community; 

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local 
history; or 

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; 
or represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual 
genius influenced his or her age. 

 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that the 
application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
On May 5, 2022, the Director of Planning determined that the application for the proposed 
designation of the subject property as an Historic-Cultural Monument was complete. The original 
30-day expiration date of June 4, 2022, per Los Angeles Administrative Code Section 
22.171.10(e)1 is tolled, and a revised date will be determined pursuant to the Mayor’s March 21, 
2020, Public Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines 
Prescribed in the Municipal Code and April 17, 2020, Public Order Under City of Los Angeles 
Emergency Authority re: Tolling HCIDLA Deadlines and Revising Expiration of Emergency 
Orders. The time to act on this item has been tolled for the duration of the local emergency period. 
Please note that other State law provisions may also apply. 
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�ĞƐĐƌŝďĞ�ĂŶǇ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ�ůŽĐĂƚĞĚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ͕�ŚĞƌĞ͗�

Year built: Factual EƐƟŵĂƚĞĚ Threatened?

Architect/Designer: Contractor:  

Original Use: Present Use:

Is the Proposed Monument on its Original Site? Yes UnŬŶŽǁŶ�;ĞǆƉůĂŝŶ�ŝŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ϳͿ

2. CONSTRUCTION HISTORY & CURRENT STATUS

EŽ�;ĞǆƉůĂŝŶ�ŝŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ϳͿ



CITY OF LOS ANGELES

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

4. ALTERATION HISTORY

>ŝƐƚ�ĚĂƚĞ�ĂŶĚ�ǁƌŝƚĞ�Ă�ďƌŝĞĨ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ĂŶǇ�ŵĂũŽƌ�ĂůƚĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ�Žƌ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶƐ͘�dŚŝƐ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ŵĂǇ�ĂůƐŽ�ďĞ�ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞĚ�ŽŶ�Ă�ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚ͘�
/ŶĐůƵĚĞ�ĐŽƉŝĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƉĞƌŵŝƚƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ�ƉĂĐŬĞƚ͘�DĂŬĞ�ƐƵƌĞ�ƚŽ�ůŝƐƚ�ĂŶǇ�ŵĂũŽƌ�ĂůƚĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ�ĨŽƌ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ĂƌĞ�ŶŽ�ƉĞƌŵŝƚƐ͕�ĂƐ�ǁĞůů͘

5. EXISTING HISTORIC RESOURCE IDENTIFICATION ;ŝĨ�ŬŶŽwn)

^ƵrveǇ�EĂŵĞ;ƐͿ͗

ListĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ��ĂůŝfŽƌŶŝĂ�RegistĞƌ�ŽĨ�,ŝstŽƌŝcĂů�RĞƐŽƵrces

�ĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞĚ�ĞůŝŐŝďůĞ�ĨŽƌ�ŶĂƟŽŶĂů͕�ƐƚĂƚĞ͕�Žƌ�ůŽĐĂů�ůĂŶĚŵĂƌŬ�
ƐƚĂƚƵƐ�ďǇ�ĂŶ�ŚŝstŽƌŝĐ�rĞƐŽƵrĐĞƐ�ƐƵrveǇ;ƐͿ

ListĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�EĂƟŽŶĂů�RegistĞƌ�ŽĨ�,ŝstŽƌŝc�WůĂĐĞƐ

&ŽƌŵĂůůǇ�ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞĚ�ĞůŝŐŝďůĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�EĂƟŽŶĂů�ĂŶĚͬŽƌ��ĂůŝĨŽƌŶŝĂ�ZĞŐŝƐƚĞƌƐ

>ŽĐĂƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ĂŶ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐ�WƌĞƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ�KǀĞƌůĂǇ��ŽŶĞ�;,WK�Ϳ
�ŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŶŐ�ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞ

EŽŶͲĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŶŐ�ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞ

KƚŚĞƌ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐĂů�Žƌ�ĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƟŽŶƐ͗

6. APPLICABLE HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT CRITERIA

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies significant contributions to the
broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city or community.

2. /Ɛ�associated ǁŝƚŚ�the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local history.

3. �ŵďŽĚŝĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; or represents a notable
work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual genius influenced his or her age.

dŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ�ĞǆĞŵƉůŝĮĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ��ƵůƚƵƌĂů�,ĞƌŝƚĂŐĞ�KƌĚŝŶĂŶĐĞ��ƌŝƚĞƌŝĂ�;^ĞĐƟŽŶ�ϮϮ͘ϭϳϭ͘ϳͿ͗�



8. CONTACT INFORMATION

Name: Company:

Street Address:

Zip: Phone Number:

City: State:

Email:

Applicant

Name: Company:

Street Address:

Zip: Phone Number:

City: State:

Email:

EŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ�WƌĞƉĂƌĞƌͬ�ƉƉůŝĐĂŶƚ͛Ɛ�ZĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟǀĞ

CITY OF LOS ANGELES

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

7. WRITTEN STATEMENTS

dŚŝƐ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ĂůůŽǁƐ�ǇŽƵ�ƚŽ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐ�Ăƚ�ůĞŶŐƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŚǇ�ŝƚ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�
ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƚĞĚ�ĂŶ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐͲ�ƵůƚƵƌĂů�DŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ͘�dǇƉĞ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�ŽŶ�ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƩaĐŚ�ƚŚĞŵ�ƚŽ�ƚŚŝƐ�
ĨŽƌŵ͘

�͘�WƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�DŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ��ĞƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶ�Ͳ��ĞƐĐƌŝďĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ Ɛ͛�ƉŚǇƐŝĐĂů�ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŝƐƟĐƐ�ĂŶĚ�
ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉ�ƚŽ�ŝƚƐ�ƐƵƌƌŽƵŶĚŝŶŐ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ͘��ǆƉĂŶĚ�ŽŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶƐ�Ϯ�ĂŶĚ�ϯ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�ŵŽƌĞ�ĚĞƚĂŝůĞĚ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝƉ-
ƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŝƚĞ͘��ǆƉĂŶĚ�ŽŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ϰ�ĂŶĚ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶͬĂůƚĞƌĂƟŽŶ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ�ŝŶ�ĚĞƚĂŝů�ŝĨ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�
ŶĞĐĞƐƐĂƌǇ�ƚŽ�ĞǆƉůĂŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ Ɛ͛�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ�ĨŽƌŵ͘�/ĚĞŶƟĨǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝďĞ�ĂŶǇ�ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌ-
ĚĞĮŶŝŶŐ�ĞůĞŵĞŶƚƐ͕�ƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞƐ͕�ŝŶƚĞƌŝŽƌ�ƐƉĂĐĞƐ͕�Žƌ�ůĂŶĚƐĐĂƉĞ�ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞƐ͘

�͘�^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�^ŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�Ͳ��ĚĚƌĞƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ Ɛ͛�ŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐ͕�ĐƵůƚƵƌĂů͕�ĂŶĚͬŽƌ�ĂƌĐŚŝƚĞĐ-
ƚƵƌĂů�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�ďǇ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŶŐ�ŚŽǁ�ŝƚ�ƐĂƟƐĮĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�,�D�ĐƌŝƚĞƌŝĂ�ǇŽƵ�ƐĞůĞĐƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�^ĞĐƟŽŶ�ϲ͘�zŽƵ�ŵƵƐƚ�
ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĂƌŐƵŵĞŶƚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐƵďƐƚĂŶƟĂů�ĞǀŝĚĞŶĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĂŶĂůǇƐŝƐ͘�dŚĞ�^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�^ŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�ŝƐ�ǇŽƵƌ�
ŵĂŝŶ�ĂƌŐƵŵĞŶƚ�ĨŽƌ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƟŽŶ�ƐŽ�ŝƚ�ŝƐ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ƚŽ�ƐƵďƐƚĂŶƟĂƚĞ�ĂŶǇ�ĐůĂŝŵƐ�ǇŽƵ�ŵĂŬĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƟŶŐ�
ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ͘

Name: Company:

Street Address:

Zip: Phone Number:

City: State:

Email:

WƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ�KǁŶĞƌ zes No hŶŬŶoǁŶ/Ɛ�ƚŚĞ�ŽǁŶĞƌ�ŝŶ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ͍



CITY OF LOS ANGELES

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

9. SUBMITTAL

Name: Date: Signature:

APPLICATION CHECKLIST

tŚĞŶ�ǇŽƵ�ŚĂǀĞ�ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞĚ�ƉƌĞƉĂƌŝŶŐ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ͕�ĐŽŵƉŝůĞ�Ăůů�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂůƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƌĚĞƌ�ƐƉĞĐŝĮĞĚ�ďĞůŽǁ͘��ůƚŚŽƵŐŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶƟƌĞ�
ƉĂĐŬĞƚ�ŵƵƐƚ�ŶŽƚ�ĞǆĐĞĞĚ�ϭϬϬ�ƉĂŐĞƐ͕�ǇŽƵ�ŵĂǇ�ƐĞŶĚ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂů�ŽŶ�Ă����Žƌ�ŇĂƐŚ�ĚƌŝǀĞ͘

ϭ͘�� EŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ�&Žƌŵ

Ϯ͘�� tƌŝƩĞŶ�^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚƐ���ĂŶĚ��

ϯ͘�� �ŝďůŝŽŐƌĂƉŚǇ

ϰ͘�� dǁŽ�WƌŝŵĂƌǇ�WŚŽƚŽƐ�ŽĨ��ǆƚĞƌŝŽƌͬDĂŝŶ�&ĂĐĂĚĞ
� ;ϴǆϭϬ͕�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂŝŶ�ƉŚŽƚŽ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ͘��ůƐŽ��
� ĞŵĂŝů�Ă�ĚŝŐŝƟĂů�ĐŽƉǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂŝŶ�ƉŚŽƚŽ�ƚŽ͗�� �
� ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ͘ŽŚƌΛůĂĐŝƚǇ͘ŽƌŐͿ

ϱ͘�� �ŽƉŝĞƐ�ŽĨ�WƌŝŵĂƌǇͬ^ĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ��ŽĐƵŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ

ϲ͘�� �ŽƉŝĞƐ�ŽĨ��ƵŝůĚŝŶŐ�WĞƌŵŝƚƐ�ĨŽƌ�DĂũŽƌ��ůƚĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ
� ;ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ƉĞƌŵŝƚƐͿ

ϳ͘�� �ĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů͕��ŽŶƚĞŵƉŽƌĂƌǇ�WŚŽƚŽƐ�

ϴ͘�� ,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐĂů�WŚŽƚŽƐ

ϵ͘�� �ŝŵĂƐ�WĂƌĐĞů�ZĞƉŽƌƚ�ĨŽƌ�Ăůů�EŽŵŝŶĂƚĞĚ�WĂƌĐĞůƐ
� ;ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�ŵĂƉͿ

WůĞĂƐĞ�read each Ɛƚatement and check the corrĞƐƉŽŶĚŝŶŐ�ďoǆĞƐ�to indicate that you agrĞĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�Ɛƚatemenƚ͕�ƚŚĞŶ�ƐŝŐŶ�ďĞůŽǁ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�
ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚ�ƐƉĂĐĞ͘��ŝƚŚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂŶƚ�Žƌ�ƉƌĞƉĂƌĞƌ�ŵĂǇ�ƐŝŐŶ͘

10. RELEASE

/�ĂĐŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�Ăůů�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�ƐƵďŵŝƩĞĚ�ǁŝůů�ďĞĐŽŵĞ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ƌĞĐŽƌĚƐ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ��ĂůŝĨŽƌŶŝĂ�WƵďůŝĐ�ZĞĐŽƌĚƐ��Đƚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ�
ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ŵĂĚĞ�ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�ƵƉŽŶ�ƌĞƋƵĞƐƚ�ƚŽ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ĨŽƌ�ŝŶƐƉĞĐƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽƉǇŝŶŐ͘

/�ĂĐŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�/�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŝŐŚƚ�ƚŽ�ƐƵďŵŝƚ�Žƌ�ŚĂǀĞ�ŽďƚĂŝŶĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƉƉƌŽƉƌŝĂƚĞ�ƉĞƌŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƐƵďŵŝƚ�Ăůů�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ĐŽŶƚĂŝŶĞĚ�
ŝŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ͘

/�ĂĐŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�Ăůů�ƉŚŽƚŽŐƌĂƉŚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŵĂŐĞƐ�ƐƵďŵŝƩĞĚ�ĂƐ�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ǁŝůů�ďĞĐŽŵĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�>ŽƐ�
�ŶŐĞůĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƉĞƌŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ�ŝƐ�ŐƌĂŶƚĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŚŽƚŽŐƌĂƉŚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŵĂŐĞƐ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ��ŝƚǇ�ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚ�ĂŶǇ�ĞǆƉĞĐƚĂƟŽŶ�
ŽĨ�ĐŽŵƉĞŶƐĂƟŽŶ͘

DĂŝů�ǇŽƵƌ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐͲ�ƵůƚƵƌĂů�DŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ�^ƵďŵŝƩĂů�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�KĸĐĞ�ŽĨ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐ�ZĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ͘

KĸĐĞ�ŽĨ�,ŝƐtoric RĞƐŽƵrĐĞƐ 
Departmenƚ�ŽĨ��ŝƚǇ�WůĂŶŶŝŶŐ 
221 N. Figueroa St.͕�Ste.�1350 

>ŽƐ��ŶgĞůĞƐ͕����ϵϬϬϭϮ

WŚŽŶĞ͗�ϮϭϯͲ874-3679 
tĞďƐŝƚĞ͗�ƉƌĞƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ͘ůĂĐŝƚǇ͘ŽƌŐ

Christian Kosmas Mayer 5/2/22





8. CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

APPLICANTS 

 

1. Susan D. Anderson| History Curator and Program Manager 
California African American Museum 
600 State Drive, Exposition Park, Los Angeles, CA 90037 

 213-514-2584  
 sanderson@caamuseum.org 
 
 

2. Christian Kosmas Mayer 
Sculptor Building of the Republic of Austria 
Meiereistrasse 3 
1020 Vienna 
Austria 
+43 699 81215369 
mail@christiankosmasmayer.site 

 



Los Angeles Historic-Cultural 
Monument Application

Cornelius Johnson Residence 
and Olympic Oak



A. Proposed Monument Description

The Cornelius Johnson Residence

The Cornelius Johnson residence is located at 1156 S. Hobart Blvd, near the corner 
of 12th Street, south of Olympic Blvd. and east of Western Avenue between Korea-
town and the HPOZ Harvard Heights in the City of Los Angeles. It is surrounded by a 
mixture of one or two-story single and multi-family craftsmen-era residences as well 
as small mid-century two-story apartment units. The area is residential and bordered 
by commercial thoroughfares. In the vicinity of the property, many historic properties 
have been demolished in recent years to build condominiums. The Cornelius Johnson 
residence itself has a pending motion for demolition by the current owner who plans to 
replace it by a condominium.  

The single-family home is a Craftsman bungalow, 1,592 sq. feet, 3-bedroom, 2-bath 
residence on a 6,220 sq. ft. lot. It is a one-story structure with a modest-size open 
front porch flanked by windows, and double-hung windows distributed throughout. It 
is surrounded by cyclone fencing, and has bushes in its front yard, a lawn on its side 
yard facing Hobart Blvd., and a backyard including a concrete driveway where the 
Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak stands.1

The property has not been substantially altered from the period when it was built in 
1903 to the present. According to building permit records, alterations to the house 
were undertaken by successive members of the Johnson family, including the follo-
wing: in 1922, additions to dining room, bedrooms, kitchen, enclosed front porch2; in 
1972, plaster was applied over an interior wood lath3, and; in 1972, exterior plastering, 
removed door, and enclosed porch4. The original horizontal wood siding across most 
of the exterior appears intact. The house has some exterior plaster over the founda-
tion in areas but still retains its original shiplap siding for much of the mid-range of the 
house. There appear to be some additions made to the front of the house for elderly 
accessibility and stucco on the front of the house that may have possibly widened the 
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1 This link provides 360-degree aerial and ground-level drone views of the tree and house: https://vimeo.
com/251486002. Source: “The Life Story of Cornelius Johnson’s Oak and Other Matters of Survival,” 
Courtesy: Christian Kosmas Mayer, 2017.
2 Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety (LADBS), Building Permit No. LA24836, July 24, 1922
3 Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety (LADBS), Building Permit No. LA43752, January 24, 
1972
4 Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety (LADBS), Building Permit No. LA47706, March 24, 



front entryway. Typically, these renovations are not entirely destructive to the bones 
and original exterior, in some cases preserving the original materials underneath the 
stucco. Visibly, bars have been added over the original windows as well as a new roof, 
which may imply that new electrical has been added as well. 
Behind the main house, it has a newer concrete parking area and garage spaces. The 
yard still reflects the period style of the neighborhood: groomed crabgrass and a histo-
ric King Palm, which were typically planted in Los Angeles until the 1930s. There are 
other healthy flower bushes such as roses and hibiscus. 

The property retains all aspects of integrity. It was observed from the public right-of-
way with no access to the interior of the residence. The condition of the interior is not 
known.

The Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak

The Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak is a mature, majestic 86-year-old oak tree from 
the genus of Quercus robur in the side yard on the residential property lot at 1156 So. 
Hobart Blvd in Los Angeles. At 46 feet high, the tree towers 50’ wide above the pave-
ment, houses, and stores in its mid-city neighborhood. Its roots reach deep into the 
ground of the property and neighboring properties with much of its root zone covered 
by concrete. The tree has a diameter at breast height of 36” and is in fair condition 
with a ca. 15% crown dieback related to the polyphagous shot hole borer and powdery 
mildew. Due to a lack of care for the tree by the current owner, the condition of the tree 
has deteriorated over the last year.

B. Statement of Significance

The Cornelius Johnson Residence and Olympic Oak are significant under Criteria 
2 of the Cultural Heritage Ordinance for their association with Cornelius Cooper 
Johnson (1913 – 1946), nickname, “Corny,” a two-time Olympic athlete, and gold me-
dalist in the high jump in the 1936 Berlin Olympics.5 
During the Jim Crow era in which he was active as an athlete, Johnson enjoyed a 
spectacular career as a world-class track and field athlete despite racism he encoun-
tered in the U.S.. Johnson’s accomplishments as an athlete in a segregated sports 

5 For Johnson‘s place in the history of track and field, consult Roberto L. Quercetani, A World History of 
Track and Field Athletics (1964).
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world are well documented in collections such as the LA 84 Foundation archive, and 
the Library of Congress. In 1994, Johnson was inducted into the National Track and 
Field Hall of Fame in Indianapolis.6 

The peak of Johnson’s career occurred during the Berlin Olympic Games in 1936. 
He won the gold medal in the high jump competition, adding to the fourteen medals 
brought home by African American athletes on the team.7 

Contrary to popular memory, it was not Jesse Owens who was famously snubbed by 
Hitler at the 1936 Games, but rather, Cornelius Johnson. Johnson was the first African 
American athlete on the U.S. team to win a gold medal at the Games. Going befo-
re him, everyone could see Hitler personally congratulating the German and Finnish 
champions in his private box. But, after Cornelius Johnson won the gold medal in the 
high jump, he was informed that Hitler had left the stands. The International Olympic 
Committee reacted to this action by telling Hitler to either shake all champion’s hands 
or none, and Hitler thereafter congratulated nobody.8

In response, Cornelius Johnson used the occasion of his victory in Berlin and worked 
with his fellow American medalists in the high jump - David Albritton, who won silver, 
(also African American) and Delos Thurber (white), bronze – to rebuke Hitler’s snub. 
Long before the famous Black Power fists raised by Californians Tommy Smith and 
John Carlos at the Mexico City Olympics in 1968, the three American medalists pro-
tested on the winner’s stand in 1936 Nazi Berlin. During the playing of the national 
anthem, they saluted the U.S. flag with the Bellamy salute, used routinely in the 1930s, 
originating in 1892 with Frances Bellamy, author of the Pledge of Allegiance. It resem-
bled the Nazi salute, but with palms upwards, a salute Americans at the time would 
recognize. As one scholar writes, the gesture was an act of defiance, “This was an act 
of the moment, their moment.”9 
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6 Find his entry here: http://legacy.usatf.org/HallOfFame/TF/showBio.asp?HOFIDs=83
7 His Olympic achievements are chronicled in David Wallechinsky, The Complete Book of the Summer 
Olympics (1996).
8 Bob Oates, “If Anybody Was Snubbed by Hitler, It was Cornelius Johnson,” Los Angeles Times, July 
22, 1984, H34.
9 Raymond T Stefani, “Johnson, Albritton, and Thurber’s Patriotic and Defiant Bellamy Salute in Res-
ponse to Hitler’s Snub at Berlin in 1936,” The Sport Journal, September 22, 2015
Also see: Steven J. Niven, “Cornelius Johnson and a Forgotten US Protest Against Hitler at the 1936 
Olympics,” The Root, February 24, 2016



At the medal ceremony, Cornelius Johnson received a potted, one-foot-tall living oak 
sapling. It was Berlin gardener Hermann Rothe‘s idea to present each gold medal 
winner of the 1936 Games with a „German oak“ sapling.  The German Olympic Com-
mittee approved it, calling it a „beautiful symbol of German character, power, strength, 
and hospitality.“10 This symbolism ties on a long history of worshipping of the oak as a 
sacred tree which is reaching back to Celtic and Germanic tribes in Roman times. Ger-
man romantics of the late 18th century rediscovered this emotional bond and turned it 
into a symbol for the struggling nation. A century later, it became the favorite emblem 
of right-wing Germans and their martial nationalism. The National Socialists continued 
this abusive line and used the oak as a symbol for the strength and endurance of the 
nation under Nazism.11 The idea to gift oak saplings fit perfectly into Joseph Goebbels‘ 
and Adolf Hitler‘s plan to use the Games as a propaganda tool to make the Nazis’ bru-
tal treatment of Jews, political opponents and others seem benign. Even though they 
were not excited about the prospect of Jewish or black athletes competing against 
Germans, they understood the potential benefit of this international stage for their 
regime. The Nazis put an enormous effort into presenting Germany as a peaceful, 
kindhearted host, only three years before their soldiers invaded Poland and started 
World War II. 
The ceramic pots for the Olympic Oak saplings were inscribed with the words: „Grow 
to honor the victory–Call out to further action.“ In the end, 129 gold medals and oaks 
were awarded to athletes from 20 different countries, among them 24 for US athletes. 
Today only 25 Olympic Oaks are known to be alive: fourteen in Germany, six in the 
USA (among them the Cornelius Johnson Olympic Oak in Los Angeles), and one each 
in Argentina, Finland, Great Britain, New Zealand, and Switzerland. All others have 
either died of natural causes, been killed for their symbolic meaning, or simply had 
their whereabouts forgotten.12 

Upon his return to Los Angeles, Johnson planted the tree at his family home on Hobart 
Blvd. as a living monument to his own win, and a remembrance of a time when Black 
athletes from the U.S. symbolized victory over the racist Aryan supremacist credo of 
the Nazi government that sponsored the 1936 games.13

10 “Eichbäumchen an die Olympischen Sieger“, Deutsche Zeitung (German Newspaper) from June 4, 
1936
11 Olaf Kühne, Landscape and Power in Geographical Space as a Social-Aesthetic Construct, Springer 
(2018).
12 J.R. Constandt, The 1936 Olympic oaks: Where are they now?, Eagle M. (1994).
13 Bob Oates, “If Anybody Was Snubbed by Hitler, It was Cornelius Johnson,” Los Angeles Times, July 
22, 1984, H34.
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Cornelius Johnson was born on August 28, 1913, in Los Angeles. The house Johnson 
grew up in, located at 1156 S. Hobart Blvd., was built in 1903. Building permit records 
document that Johnson’s father, Shadreak14, a contractor and plasterer by profession, 
built the home himself. The house is possibly among the earliest extant residences 
built and lived in by an African American family in Los Angeles.

Starting in grade school, Johnson had practiced running and jumping in the same 
backyard where he would later plant the Olympic Oak. At Berendo Junior High School, 
he developed into a star and grew up to win four interscholastic firsts for Los Angeles 
High School in the high jump, 220, 440 and sprint relay before going on to state and 
national championships as a high jumper. In the 1932 Olympic Games in Los Angeles, 
he cleared 6 feet, 5 inches while still a high school junior, tying with three other athletes 
for first in the high jump. He was placed fourth after a tiebreak. 
Johnson then went to Compton Junior College and continued to compete. He won the 
national outdoor AAU title during his freshman year at Compton and kept winning the 
national championships. He also won the Amateur Athletic Union outdoor champion-
ship outright in 1933 and 1935 and tied for the title in 1932, 1934 and 1936. In 1936, 
at the trials for the Berlin Olympics, he qualified with the height of 2.07m, 6 feet 9 3⁄4 
inches, becoming the first African-American high jumper to set a world record in high 
jump.15 

When Cornelius was born in 1913, his family had already resided in Los Angeles for 
three generations. His maternal grandfather, William Henry Cooper, was a chaplain in 
a Buffalo Soldier infantry unit, and is buried in the National Cemetery in Westwood. 
His maternal grandmother, Bessie Cooper, was an entrepreneur who owned rooming 
houses in Los Angeles. His paternal grandmother, Charlotte Johnson, was eulogized 
in the November 21, 1913 issue of the Los Angeles New Age, an African American 
newspaper owned by the first Black member of the California State legislature, Frede-
rick M. Roberts. 
 
Cornelius Johnson’s parents, Shadreak Johnson and Pearl Johnson, arrived in Los 
Angeles in 1891 from Raleigh, North Carolina and Austin, Texas, respectively. When 
they acquired the property upon which they built their home in 1903, and where the
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14 Also incorrectly called “Shedrick”, “Sadrick” or “Shadrack” in some archives.
15 For Johnson‘s place in the history of track and field, consult Roberto L. Quercetani, A World History of 
Track and Field Athletics (1964).



Cornelius Johnson tree thrives, the area on Hobart Blvd. near 12th Street was conside-
red rural, where Shadreak and other hunters went after ducks and squirrels. Shadreak 
and Pearl had three sons and two daughters; Cornelius was the youngest child in the 
family. The family were members of the historic congregation at First AME Church, 
established in 1872. Shadreak was a church trustee.16 

In 1936, at age 23, Cornelius Johnson was nominated for the US team for the Olympic 
Games in Berlin. Across the U.S., African Americans debated whether to boycott the 
games because of the Nazis’ racist views, and possible danger to the athletes.17 Once 
the International Olympic Committee quelled concerns about the safety of black athle-
tes in Nazi Germany, most African American newspapers opposed a boycott. Many 
pundits underscored the hypocrisy of pro-boycotters who did not first address discri-
mination against black athletes in the USA. Fearing a mass boycott, the International 
Olympic Committee pressured the German government and received assurances that 
qualified Jewish athletes would be part of the German team and that the Games would 
not be used to promote Nazi ideology. Adolf Hitler’s government, however, routinely 
failed to deliver on such promises. Only one athlete of Jewish descent was a member 
of the German team; pamphlets and speeches about the natural superiority of the Ary-
an race were commonplace; and the Reich Sports Field, a newly constructed sports 
complex that covered 325 acres (131.5 hectares) and included four stadiums, was 
draped in Nazi banners and symbols. 
On his return to the U.S., Johnson, along the other African American athletes, in addi-
tion to being snubbed by Hitler in Berlin, also faced affront when Franklin D. Roosevelt 
failed to include African American Olympians in his invitation to the White House.18

16 Information about the Johnson-Cooper family was derived from interviews that Susan Anderson lead 
with the late Halvor Miller, Esq. and retired Jimmy Braxton, a nephew of Cornelius Johnson.
17 David K. Wiggins examined the debate among African Americans over participation in the 1936 Olym-
pic Games in “The 1936 Olympic Games in Berlin: The Response of America‘s Black Press,” Research 
Quarterly for Exercise and Sport 54 (1983): 279-82. 
18 David Clay Large, “Nazi Games: The Olympics of 1936”, W. W. Norton & Company (2007). He quotes 
Jesse Owens: “Hitler didn‘t snub me–it was our president who snubbed me. He didn‘t even send me a 
telegram.”
For the impact of racism and inopportunity on Johnson, as well as those of many of the African American 
trackmen of the late 1920s and 1930s, see William J. Baker, Jesse Owens: An American Life (1986).
Eighty years after the Berlin Games, President Obama met with the families of the African American 
athletes who competed at the 1936 Olympic Games in Berlin and offered praise: “It wasn’t just Jesse. It 
was other African Americans athletes in the middle of Nazi Germany under the gaze of Adolf Hitler that 
put a lie to notions of racial superiority-whooped’em- and taught them a thing or two about democracy 
and taught them a thing or two about the American character.” Source: https://www.nps.gov/vama/blogs/
the-1936-berlin-olympics-and-the-controversy-of-u-s-participation.htm
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Returning to Los Angeles, Johnson moved back into his parent’s’ house where he 
planted his Olympic Oak sapling in the same backyard where he had practiced as a 
kid. He worked as a letter-carrier and in 1945 joined the U.S. Merchant Marine as a 
ship cook. In 1946, while working on board the Grace Line‘s „Santa Cruz,“ Johnson 
developed bronchopneumonia. En route from the ship to a California hospital, John-
son died, aged 32.18 He is buried at Angelus Rosedale Cemetery. 

After Cornelius Johnson’s death, his family continued to live in the residence until sel-
ling it in 1994. The Johnson family which built the house, occupied the dwelling for 91 
years. From 1936 until 1994, the family cared for the Olympic oak tree, treating it like 
a living memory of their dead son and brother. They installed a small sign that remin-
ded visitors of the tree’s significance. The Tomas family, who had bought the house in 
1994, continued to take good care of the tree until they sold it in 2019.19 Since then, 
the tree is neglected and highly endangered.

The Cornelius Johnson Residence and Olympic Oak Tree are living memorials for a 
great African American athlete whose life story has not been adequately recognized. 
Its story is also a reminder of a group of brave African American athletes who went to 
Berlin to show the world the falsity of the Nazi ideology of racial superiority. In L.A.’s 
multi-cultural Koreatown, amongst people and plants from different geographical loca-
tions, the residence and the oak tree are landmarks for an important historic person; 
memorials for significant civil rights events, and; reminders for future generations to 
rebel against racism and nationalism that divide and destroy.
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18 Jerry Crowe, “To protect and preserve a tree rooted in Games”, Los Angeles Times, August 20, 2007.
19 From an interview with Joaquim and Teresa Tomas that Christian Kosmas Mayer lead on August 13, 
2016, at the Cornelius Johnson residence. 
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Cornelius Johnson during the high jump competition at the Berlin Olympic Games, August 2, 1936
Photo credit: Getty images
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Delos Thurber, Cornelius Johnson and David Albritton (from left to right) at the medal ceremony in Berlin, August 2, 1936. 
Johnson holds the small potted oak sapling in his left hand. Photo credit: Getty images
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Delos Thurber, Cornelius Johnson and David Albritton (from left to right) performing the Bellamy salute at the medal 
ceremony in Berlin, August 2, 1936. 
Photo credit: Getty images
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Cornelius Johnson (left), Jesse Owens (middle) and Forrest Towns (right) presenting their Olympic Oaks in the Olympic 
village in Berlin, 1936. 
Photo credit: Associated Press
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Deutsche Zeitung (German Newspaper) from June 4, 1936

Translation:
“Oak trees to the Olympic winners
According to a good suggestion from the gardener Hermann Rothe, the organizing committee decided to give the partici-
pating nations an oak tree for every Olympic victory that they should take back to their homeland and plant in a suitable 
place as a souvenir. The oak trees have been in care for a year and have developed into small trunks with strong shoots. 
They measure about 70 cm. They are placed in specially created ceramic pots. These are engraved with the Olympic bell 
and the saying:
Watch for the glory of victory, 
Call for further action.
The oaks are delivered in a specially designed and easy-to-use cardboard box with precise instructions on how to care for 
them. In the case of the overseas crews, the shipping lines take care of maintenance during the transport.
According to previous experience, it can be expected that such oaks will grow all over the world and develop into strong 
trees and thus keep the memory of the Olympic Games in Berlin alive for a century or more.“
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Front page, San Francisco Chronicle newspaper, August 9, 1936. 
The 17“x 21“ page has a large racist cartoon about the 1936 Olympics. The cartoon shows Hitler with derogatory figures 
intended to represent the Black American Track stars as they run circles around Hitler.
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From left, Mack Robinson, Dave Albritton, Jesse Owens, Cornelius Johnson and John Woodruff are shown at the 1936 
Berlin Olympics 
Credit: The Ohio State University Archives
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Cornelius Johnson with two German athletes during the Berlin Olympic Games, August 1936. 
Photo credit: Getty images
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Cornelius Johnson’s grave at the Angelus Rosedale Cemetery- Robert McLeign, Dr.
Photo: Christian Kosmas Mayer, 2016
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The Bakersfield Californian, February 16, 1946



Unpublished 46 min long video interview by Christian Kosmas Mayer with family members of the Tomas family, previous 
owners of the house, made in August 2016. They speak about the time they bought the house (1994) and how they were 
informed about the tree’s history. They also mention that it had a plaque when they first saw it which was commemorating 
the tree’s history. 
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Shadreak Johnson (ca. 1920)
Shadreak was a licensed plastering contractor who worked on buildings ranging from the Tally Theater which became the 
May Co. on Wilshire Blvd. and Fairfax Avenue, to estates designed by the architect, Paul R. Williams, to a convent in the 
Hollywood Hills (possibly Monastery of the Angels). Pearl was known for participating in what was considered the “Black” 
float during the annual Rose Parade in Pasadena. They owned a vacation home at Lake Elsinore, an all-Black resort in 
Riverside County.
Photo credit: Private photo collection of the Johnson family
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Friends pose together on Lake Elsinore in 1946, Walter L. Gordon Jr./William Beverly Jr. photograph collection, UCLA 
Library Special Collections.
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Birdielee V. Bright Elementary School on 1771 West 36th St. is named for a first cousin of Johnson’s mother, educator 
Birdielee V. Bright.
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Bob Oates, “If Anybody Was Snubbed by Hitler, It Was Cornelius Johnson,“ Los Angeles Times, July 22, 1984. 
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Gary Libman, “Pioneer Olympian Gold Medalist Helped Set Pace for Black Athletes,“ Los Angeles Times, July 15, 1984. 
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To protect and preserve a tree rooted in Games
BY JERRY CROWE

AUG. 20, 2007 12 AM PT

TIMES STAFF WRITER

A majestic oak tree towers over the gritty neighborhood and shades the backyard of a
modest home on a corner lot in Koreatown, its branches and limbs spreading out over
the adjacent street and its roots reaching back into history.

Though a backboard and basketball hoop are nailed to a low-lying branch, there is no
indication that the tree is linked to the 1936 Olympics.

No plaque or other marking explains that it was awarded to high jump gold medalist
Cornelius Johnson at the Berlin Games, made famous by Jesse Owens’ magnificent
debunking of Adolf Hitler’s theory of Aryan supremacy. Nothing indicates that it was
planted at the home where Johnson, a Los Angeles High graduate and, like Owens, an
African American, grew up to become a champion.

Johnson and 129 other gold medalists in Berlin were given 1-year-old oak seedlings
from the German people, a gift unprecedented in Olympic history.

More than 70 years later, the fate of many of the Olympic oaks is unknown, but one of
two planted on the USC campus survives to this day as a living legacy to record-breaking
Trojans discus champion Ken Carpenter.

Others reportedly were destroyed during and after World War II because of anti-
German sentiment and the oaks’ “Hitler Tree” reputation, while a few of the 24 that
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were awarded to U.S. gold medalists were victims of urban sprawl, inattentiveness or
carelessness. One never made it through U.S. customs.

A few died of natural causes, which was the fate of the other USC tree -- the one awarded
to the record-setting 400-meter relay team consisting of Owens, Ralph Metcalfe and
Trojans alums Foy Draper and Frank Wykoff.

But a random few of the Olympic oaks are known to be standing tall all around the
world, mostly in public settings such as the Palermo Polo Field in Argentina, the 1928
Olympic Stadium in Amsterdam and at James Ford Rhodes High School on the west
side of Cleveland, where Owens practiced.

And then there’s the one in Koreatown, which should be designated a historic landmark
before somebody comes along and unknowingly destroys it.

“Absolutely,” says James Constandt, a financial specialist for the Michigan Department
of Education whose research of the Olympic oaks was the subject of a 1994 book. “Let’s
have some historical perspective. Let’s honor the past.”

The Los Angeles branch of Dr. Carter G. Woodson’s Assn. for the Study of African
American Life and History, known as Our Authors Study Club, stops every February at
the Johnson oak on its annual Southland bus tour of African American-related historic
sites. It is considering applying for landmark protection for the tree.

At the property, the family that lives in the little white house that once was the Johnson
family is vaguely aware of the tree’s significance.

“It’s cool to know that we have a tree from the Olympics,” Joaquin Tomas, 22, tells a
visitor, noting that his parents, Joaquin and Gisela, were informed of the tree’s history a
few years ago. “I was amazed when I found out.”
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As a youngster, Johnson practiced running and jumping in the yard where the tree now
stands. Son of a plastering contractor, he was still in high school when he placed fourth
in the high jump at the 1932 Olympics at the Coliseum.

Still, despite the obvious abilities of African American standouts such as Owens,
Johnson and others, Hitler anticipated an Aryan landslide in Berlin. And when Germans
and a Finn won the first three events on the opening day of the competition, the excited
Fuehrer personally congratulated them.

But after Johnson cleared 6 feet 8 inches to win the high jump, Hitler left the stadium
without greeting him. Whether it was a deliberate snub is still debated, but the German
dictator met with no other winners the rest of the Games.

Back home in Los Angeles, Johnson’s Olympic triumph brought neither fame nor
fortune. He delivered mail after the Games and was only 32 in 1946 when he died of
bronchial pneumonia while serving as a ship’s cook in the Merchant Marine.

But his Olympic tree endures, and it should be preserved.

In New Zealand, Constandt says, the tree won by 1,500-meter gold medalist John
Lovelock is a national treasure. “Kids go there every fall, grab the acorns and go back to
their villages to plant them,” Constandt says.

Rabbi Marvin Hier, dean of the Simon Wiesenthal Center, says that the Jewish human
rights organization he founded is not opposed to the Olympic trees, as long as they are
not labeled as shrines to Hitler or Nazism.

“It depends on what the plaque says,” Hier notes. “But a tree planted for an Olympic
champion, I would not advocate that the tree come down.”
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At USC a few years ago, after the tree won by the 400 relay team died of root rot,
another was planted in its place and a new plaque dedicated. It lists little more than the
names of the champions and the event they won.

Michael L. Jackson, the school’s vice president for student affairs, says of the simply
worded monument, “What we focused on was honoring the U.S. athletes, in particular
those affiliated with USC, who represented our nation, represented freedom and
represented the best in youth of that era.”

In Koreatown, another champion’s tree deserves no less.

--

jerome.crowe@latimes.com
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Los Angeles City Directory 1906
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1940 Census document listing Johnson at Hobart address with family members, details of employment 

Family living in house in 1940 (via Ancestry)
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Cornelius Johnson’s shoe from the Olympic Games in Berlin, 1936.
Courtesy: adidas
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Installation view: The Life Story of Cornelius Johnson’s Olympic Oak and Other Matters of Survival, Museum of Modern 
Art Vienna, 2017. 

For his exhibition Christian Kosmas Mayer combines the story of Cornelius Johnson‘s Olympic Oak with contemporary 
themes that can be seen in relation with it. This oak was abused by the Nazis as a symbol of nationalist hegemony, but to-
day it seems to be showing how absurd this original idea was. Los Angeles is one the most multicultural and popular cities 
in the world, representing the victory of a reality that is diametrically opposed to everything the Nazis dreamed of. With the 
help of a plant physiologist, Mayer was able to clone small shoots from the oak in a Los Angeles laboratory. In Mayer’s 
installation these in-vitro seedlings return to Europe as a sign of the future, in order to transform the story into a family 
history that has not yet come to an end. The fact that official permission to bring these seedlings into Europe due to the 
risk of introducing a tree disease rampant in California was refused, and thus they had to be brought to Vienna unofficially, 
is a further significant part of this story about questions of existence and survival over the years.
Photo: Klaus Pichler
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Building Permit from July 24, 1922
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Building Permit from January 24, 1972
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Building Permit from March 24, 1972
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Application / PermitApplication / Permit

Plan Check / Job No.Plan Check / Job No.

GroupGroup

TypeType

Sub-TypeSub-Type

Primary UsePrimary Use

Work DescriptionWork Description

Permit IssuedPermit Issued

Current StatusCurrent Status

Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety

Certificate Information: 1156 S HOBART BLVD 90006

21019-10000-02113

B21LA10537

Building

Bldg-Demolition

1 or 2 Family Dwelling

()

**Plan check fees have not been paid within 6 months of fees being sent to applicant. Fees were

sent on 6/4/2021. Plans have been recycled and applicant will have to re-submit a new set of

plans to continue with plan check process.** DEMO (E) 1- story Building

No

Application Withdrawn on 3/14/2022

Permit Application Status History

Application Withdrawn 3/14/2022 CHRISTOPHER KOMANCHECK

Permit Application Clearance Information

No Data Available.

Contact Information

No Data Available.

Inspector Information

No Data Available.

Pending Inspections

No Data Available.

Inspection Request History

No Data Available.

Permit Application Status History
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Application / PermitApplication / Permit

Plan Check / Job No.Plan Check / Job No.

GroupGroup

TypeType

Sub-TypeSub-Type

Primary UsePrimary Use

Work DescriptionWork Description

Permit IssuedPermit Issued

Current StatusCurrent Status

Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety

Certificate Information: 1156 S HOBART BLVD 90006

21019-10000-01003

B21LA04878

Building

Bldg-Demolition

1 or 2 Family Dwelling

()

***DPI and Posting Required*** DEMO 1- story Building and shed

No

Application Submittal on 3/16/2021

Permit Application Status History

No Data Available.

Permit Application Clearance Information

Demo Preinspection Not Cleared 3/17/2021 Department of Building and Safety

Contact Information

No Data Available.

Inspector Information

KATHRYN BUTTERWORTH, (213) 202-3433 Office Hours: 7:00-8:00 AM MON-FRI

Pending Inspections

No Data Available.

Inspection Request History

Special/Order Compliance 5/6/2021 Partial Inspection WILLIAM WREN

Permit Application Status History
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Application / PermitApplication / Permit

Plan Check / Job No.Plan Check / Job No.

GroupGroup

TypeType

Sub-TypeSub-Type

Primary UsePrimary Use

Work DescriptionWork Description

Permit IssuedPermit Issued

Current StatusCurrent Status

Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety

Certificate Information: 2949-2951 W 12TH ST 90006

21010-10000-00622

B21LA02224

Building

Bldg-New

1 or 2 Family Dwelling

(2) Duplex

NEW 3 STORY DUPLEX WITH ATTACHED GARAGE (FRONT) 1 OF 2

No

Verifications in Progress on 3/8/2022

Permit Application Status History

Submitted 2/9/2021 APPLICANT

Assigned to Plan Check Engineer 2/25/2021 STARR CHEN

Corrections Issued 2/28/2021 STARR CHEN

Reviewed by Supervisor 3/4/2021 JASON HEALEY

Building Plans Picked Up 3/12/2021 APPLICANT

Applicant returned to address corrections 3/8/2022 STARR CHEN

Permit Application Clearance Information

Frnt yard landscape/Water mgmt Cleared 3/5/2021 JOE LUCKEY

Address approval Cleared 3/8/2021 RENZ SORIANO

Permit Cleared 3/9/2021 WALLIE JONG

Eng Process Fee Ord 176,300 Cleared 3/11/2021 WALLIE JONG

Hydrant and Access approval Cleared 5/11/2021 JOHN CONNEALLY

Trees in Parkway Cleared 8/11/2021 JOHN KIM

Low Impact Development Cleared 8/19/2021 SARAH YOUSSEF

Roof/Waste drainage to street Cleared 9/16/2021 JEANIE LAM

Sewer availability Cleared 10/1/2021 RENZ SORIANO

Disturb/Remove Protected Trees Not Cleared 2/14/2022 Bureau of Street Services

Contact Information

No Data Available.

Inspector Information

Permit Application Status History
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Application / PermitApplication / Permit

Plan Check / Job No.Plan Check / Job No.

GroupGroup

TypeType

Sub-TypeSub-Type

Primary UsePrimary Use

Work DescriptionWork Description

Permit IssuedPermit Issued

Current StatusCurrent Status

Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety

Certificate Information: 2945-2947 W 12TH ST 90006

21010-10000-00623

B21LA02224

Building

Bldg-New

1 or 2 Family Dwelling

(2) Duplex

NEW 3 STORY DUPLEX WITH ATTACHED GARAGE (REAR) 2 OF 2

No

Verifications in Progress on 3/8/2022

Permit Application Status History

Submitted 2/9/2021 APPLICANT

Assigned to Plan Check Engineer 2/25/2021 STARR CHEN

Corrections Issued 2/28/2021 STARR CHEN

Reviewed by Supervisor 3/4/2021 JASON HEALEY

Building Plans Picked Up 3/12/2021 APPLICANT

Applicant returned to address corrections 3/8/2022 STARR CHEN

Permit Application Clearance Information

Frnt yard landscape/Water mgmt Cleared 3/5/2021 JOE LUCKEY

Address approval Cleared 3/8/2021 RENZ SORIANO

Permit Cleared 3/9/2021 WALLIE JONG

Eng Process Fee Ord 176,300 Cleared 3/11/2021 WALLIE JONG

Hydrant and Access approval Cleared 5/11/2021 JOHN CONNEALLY

Trees in Parkway Cleared 8/11/2021 JOHN KIM

Low Impact Development Cleared 8/19/2021 SARAH YOUSSEF

Roof/Waste drainage to street Cleared 9/16/2021 JEANIE LAM

Sewer availability Cleared 10/1/2021 RENZ SORIANO

Construction near power lines Cleared 10/16/2021 RIDWAN HARDY

Disturb/Remove Protected Trees Not Cleared 2/14/2022 Bureau of Street Services

Contact Information

No Data Available.
Permit Application Status History
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 PIN Number 129B193   939

 Lot/Parcel Area (Calculated) 6,219.6 (sq ft)

 Thomas Brothers Grid PAGE 633 - GRID J4

 Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 5080021001

 Tract PELLISSIER TRACT

 Map Reference M R 15-70

 Block G

 Lot 1

 Arb (Lot Cut Reference) None

 Map Sheet 129B193

 Jurisdictional Information

 Community Plan Area Wilshire

 Area Planning Commission Central

 Neighborhood Council Olympic Park

 Council District CD 10 - Office of District 10

 Census Tract # 2132.02

 LADBS District Office Los Angeles Metro

 Permitting and Zoning Compliance Information

 Administrative Review None

 Planning and Zoning Information

 Special Notes None

 Zoning R3-1

 Zoning Information (ZI) ZI-2452 Transit Priority Area in the City of Los Angeles

 General Plan Land Use Medium Residential

 General Plan Note(s) Yes

 Hillside Area (Zoning Code) No

 Specific Plan Area None

      Subarea None

      Special Land Use / Zoning None

 Historic Preservation Review No

 Historic Preservation Overlay Zone None

 Other Historic Designations None

 Other Historic Survey Information None

 Mills Act Contract None

 CDO: Community Design Overlay None

 CPIO: Community Plan Imp. Overlay None

      Subarea None

 CUGU: Clean Up-Green Up None

 HCR: Hillside Construction Regulation No

 NSO: Neighborhood Stabilization Overlay No

 POD: Pedestrian Oriented Districts None

 RFA: Residential Floor Area District None

 RIO: River Implementation Overlay No

 SN: Sign District No

 Streetscape No

 Adaptive Reuse Incentive Area None

PROPERTY ADDRESSES

1156 S HOBART BLVD

 

ZIP CODES

90006

 

RECENT ACTIVITY

ENV-2022-3208-CE

CHC-2022-3207-HCM

 

CASE NUMBERS

CPC-19XX-16920

CPC-1986-823-GPC
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 Affordable Housing Linkage Fee

      Residential Market Area Medium-High

      Non-Residential Market Area High

 Transit Oriented Communities (TOC) Tier 2

 RPA: Redevelopment Project Area None

 Central City Parking No

 Downtown Parking No

 Building Line None

 500 Ft School Zone Active: Los Angeles Elementary

 500 Ft Park Zone No

 Assessor Information

 Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 5080021001

 Ownership (Assessor)  

      Owner1 KLD INVESTMENT LLC

      Address 1717 S HOOVER ST STE 202
LOS ANGELES CA 90006

 Ownership (Bureau of Engineering, Land
Records)

 

      Owner KLD INVESTMENT LLC

      Address 1717 S HOOVER ST STE 202
LOS ANGELES CA 90006

 APN Area (Co. Public Works)* 0.143 (ac)

 Use Code 0100 - Residential - Single Family Residence

 Assessed Land Val. $756,432

 Assessed Improvement Val. $194,888

 Last Owner Change 05/01/2019

 Last Sale Amount $927,009

 Tax Rate Area 67

 Deed Ref No. (City Clerk) 6-383

  2153237-39

  1711535

  1209625

  1-606

  0395163

 Building 1  

      Year Built 1903

      Building Class D55A

      Number of Units 1

      Number of Bedrooms 3

      Number of Bathrooms 2

      Building Square Footage 1,592.0 (sq ft)

 Building 2 No data for building 2

 Building 3 No data for building 3

 Building 4 No data for building 4

 Building 5 No data for building 5

 Rent Stabilization Ordinance (RSO) No [APN: 5080021001]

 Additional Information

 Airport Hazard None

 Coastal Zone None

 Farmland Area Not Mapped

 Urban Agriculture Incentive Zone YES

 Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone No

 Fire District No. 1 No

 Flood Zone Outside Flood Zone

 Watercourse No

 Hazardous Waste / Border Zone Properties No
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 Methane Hazard Site None

 High Wind Velocity Areas No

 Special Grading Area (BOE Basic Grid Map A-
13372)

No

 Wells None

 Seismic Hazards

 Active Fault Near-Source Zone  

      Nearest Fault (Distance in km) 0.71283576

      Nearest Fault (Name) Puente Hills Blind Thrust

      Region Los Angeles Blind Thrusts

      Fault Type B

      Slip Rate (mm/year) 0.70000000

      Slip Geometry Reverse

      Slip Type Moderately / Poorly Constrained

      Down Dip Width (km) 19.00000000

      Rupture Top 5.00000000

      Rupture Bottom 13.00000000

      Dip Angle (degrees) 25.00000000

      Maximum Magnitude 7.10000000

 Alquist-Priolo Fault Zone No

 Landslide No

 Liquefaction No

 Preliminary Fault Rupture Study Area No

 Tsunami Inundation Zone No

 Economic Development Areas

 Business Improvement District None

 Hubzone Qualified

 Opportunity Zone No

 Promise Zone None

 State Enterprise Zone None

 Housing

 Direct all Inquiries to Los Angeles Housing Department

      Telephone (866) 557-7368

      Website https://housing.lacity.org

 Rent Stabilization Ordinance (RSO) No [APN: 5080021001]

 Ellis Act Property No

 AB 1482: Tenant Protection Act See Notes

      Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 5080021001

      Address 1156 S HOBART BLVD

            Year Built 1903

            Use Code 0100 - Residential - Single Family Residence

            Notes The property is subject to AB 1482 only if the owner is a corporation,
limited liability company, or a real estate investment trust.

 Public Safety

 Police Information  

      Bureau West

           Division / Station Olympic

                Reporting District 2063

 Fire Information  

      Bureau Central

           Batallion 11

                District / Fire Station 26

      Red Flag Restricted Parking No
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Required Action(s): Data Not Available

Project Descriptions(s): 

Case Number: CPC-1986-823-GPC
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LAWSUIT
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Address: 1156 S HOBART BLVD Tract: PELLISSIER TRACT Zoning: R3-1

APN: 5080021001 Block: G General Plan: Medium Residential

PIN #: 129B193   939 Lot: 1  

 Arb: None  
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